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... Chapter 7 Historical
development of the
genitive variation.
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Genitive Variation in
English. : The future of
English linguistics as
envisaged by the
editors of Topics in
English Linguistics lies
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which integrate work in
English linguistics...
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factors in ...

Genitive variation in
English : conceptual
factors in synchronic
and'diachronic studies
/by Anette Rosenbach
Rosenbach, ...
Extending the concept
of variation to
(morpho)syntax ; The
problem of 'sameness'
Further methodological
problems ; Establishing
the alternation
between the s-genitive
and the of-genitive as
a casgaggl%g%mmatical



variation';
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The most intriguing
theoretical conclusion
is that the semantic
relations available to
head and dependent in
the oblique genitive
are a subset of those
found in the s-genitive,
which, again constitute
a subset of those that
exist in the of-genitive.
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variation between all
three constructions is
not only restricted to
the two syntactic
contexts outlined
above butalso to a
shared set of semantic
relations.
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iconicity and economy
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of the artl ...
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palace the palace of
therking. ¢Empirical
evidence for ganging-
up cumulativity.
*Preference for'the's-
genitive if,o the
possessor is
[+animate] o the
possessor is [+topical]
0 the possessive
relation is a
prototypical one (kin
relations, body parts,
ownership): [+
prototypicall]
possessive relation
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animacy, topicality,
and possessive ...
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an investigation of the
English-genitive
variation, i.e. the
variation ...

Descriptive
Genitives in English:
A Case Study on ...
1 English has two
syntactically distinct
constructions for
expressing the
possessor and
possessum
relationship: the s-
genitive and the of-
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car's wheel b. the
wheel of the'car The s-
genitive (1a) is a single
noun phrase, where
the possessor car
occurs before the
possessum wheel
accompanied by the
possessive clitic -s.

Table 1 from
Rhythm'’s role in
genitive
construction choice
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Mouton de Gruyter.
Rosenbach, Anette.
2005. Animacy versus
weight as determinants
of grammatical
variation in English.
Language 81(3):
613-644. Rosenbach,
Anette. 2014. English
genitive variation - the
state of the art.
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potential epicenters:
The ...

English genitive
variation provides a
particularly 'good
testing ,ground for
assessing some
controversial issues on
the status of animacy
in grammatical
variation, as it is
among the best-
researched areas of
grammatical variation
with respect to the
factor of animacy.
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Animacy and
grammatical
variation—Findings
from English ...

1 English'has'two
syntactically distinct
constructions for
expressing the
possessor and
possessum
relationship: the s-
genitive and the of-
genitive: (1) a. the
car's wheel b. the
wheel of the car The s-
genitive (1a) is a single

noun F%gg%/% where



the possessor car
occursrbefore the
possessum wheel
accompanied by the
possessive clitic -s.

Figure 2 from
Rhythm'’s role in
genitive
construction ...

As previous studies
have often focused on
non-pronominal
possessors (given that
Present Day English
pronominal possessors

often APPSR,



prenominally, with
limited-variation), this
early pronominal
genitive variation
provides unique insight
as-itillustrates some of
the same factors
significant in
pronominal genitive
variation as in other
cases.

The Early Modern
English Genitive Its
and Factors Involved

We cgggcelgg%that the



probabilistic grammar
fueling-genitive
variation is surprisingly
stable overall, but does
exhibit'some fluidity
along/the lines of a
distinction between
English-as a native
language (ENL) and
English as a second
language (ESL)
varieties: those
constraints that tend to
favor s -genitive usage
tend to be weakened in
ESL varieties.
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